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Abstract
The expansion of global trade and the rise of e-commerce have reshaped economic landscapes
worldwide, fostering rapid growth and cross-border connectivity. However, this growth often
raises concerns about fairness, equity, and inclusivity, particularly for developing economies and
marginalized communities. This study critically examines the intersection of global trade, digital
commerce, and development justice, focusing on how economic vitality can be aligned with
equitable distribution of benefits. Using an interdisciplinary approach, the research explores how
technological advancements in e-commerce provide both opportunities and challenges in bridging
socio-economic divides. The paper identifies structural barriers—such as unequal digital
infrastructure, trade imbalances, and regulatory gaps—that prevent inclusive participation in
global markets. It also investigates the ethical and policy dimensions of ensuring fairness in e-
commerce practices, trade agreements, and market access. By integrating perspectives from
economics, social justice, and sustainability, the study emphasizes the need for balanced strategies
that foster growth without reinforcing inequalities. Through qualitative analysis, case studies, and
policy evaluation, the research contributes to understanding how trade and e-commerce can be
redesigned to support development justice. The findings highlight the importance of empowering
local businesses, enhancing digital literacy, and enforcing fair regulations. The paper ultimately
calls for collaborative global frameworks that encourage innovation while ensuring inclusivity and

fairness in the evolving digital economy.

Keywords: Global Trade, E-Commerce, Inclusive Development, Development Justice, Digital

Economy, Sustainability

Introduction

Pandey, S. 24




4 N
&

B Edumania-An International Multidisciplinary Journal
@2026 International Council for Education Research and Training 2026, Vol. 04, Issue 01, 24-34
ISSN: 2960-0006 DOI: https: https://doi.org/10.59231/edumania/9176

In today’s interconnected world, global trade and e-commerce have become two of the most
transformative forces shaping economies, societies, and livelihoods. The rapid growth of
international trade has allowed countries to access wider markets, exchange innovations, and
enhance their competitiveness. Simultaneously, the rise of e-commerce has revolutionized the way
businesses and consumers interact, reducing geographical barriers and creating new opportunities
for entrepreneurship and market expansion. Together, these two domains represent powerful
engines of economic vitality and technological progress.

However, the benefits of this growth are not evenly distributed. Many developing nations struggle
to participate fully in global trade due to structural inequalities such as lack of digital infrastructure,
inadequate logistics systems, limited financial access, and weaker bargaining positions in trade
negotiations. While advanced economies and large corporations thrive in digital markets, small
enterprises, rural communities, and marginalized populations often face exclusion. This uneven
participation raises questions of fairness, justice, and inclusivity—core principles that must be
addressed to ensure sustainable and equitable development.

E-commerce, in particular, presents a double-edged sword. On one side, it empowers small
businesses to reach global customers, reduces transaction costs, and creates employment
opportunities in new sectors. On the other side, it risks reinforcing existing inequalities by
widening the digital divide, concentrating power in a few multinational platforms, and raising
concerns about consumer protection, privacy, and fair competition. Therefore, the issue is not only
about how fast economies can grow, but also about how fairly the gains from trade and digital
commerce are shared.

The concept of development justice emphasizes the ethical dimension of economic growth by
ensuring that benefits reach disadvantaged communities, environmental sustainability is
preserved, and social equity is maintained. Applying this principle to global trade and e-commerce
means rethinking policies, institutions, and practices to balance growth with fairness. This includes
addressing the digital divide, creating inclusive trade agreements, supporting small and medium
enterprises (SMEs), and ensuring that global markets serve people, not just profits.

In this context, it becomes critical to explore how global trade and e-commerce can be aligned
with the goals of inclusive development. The challenge lies in designing strategies that allow both

developed and developing economies to thrive without deepening inequality. This requires an
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interdisciplinary approach, bringing together economics, social justice, technology, and policy
perspectives.

This paper, therefore, seeks to examine the evolving dynamics of trade and e-commerce from the
lens of fairness and inclusivity. It argues that growth and justice are not mutually exclusive but
complementary objectives that, if pursued together, can create resilient, equitable, and sustainable
global economies. By rethinking the existing systems and adopting inclusive policies, global trade

and e-commerce can truly serve as pathways to holistic flourishing for all communities.

Research Gap

° Existing studies focus heavily on economic growth but less on fairness and justice in global
trade.

° Limited research connects e-commerce with development justice frameworks.

° Few interdisciplinary studies address economic, social, and ethical dimensions together.
Objectives

1. To analyze the role of global trade and e-commerce in promoting inclusive economic
growth.

2. To identify structural barriers limiting fair participation in the digital economy.

3. To examine policies and practices that can align trade with development justice.

4. To propose sustainable strategies for balancing growth and fairness globally.

Alternate Hypotheses (H1-H4)

H1: Global trade significantly contributes to inclusive development.

H2: E-commerce reduces economic inequalities across nations.

H3: Regulatory and policy gaps hinder fairness in international e-commerce.

H4: Strengthening digital infrastructure enhances inclusive participation in global trade.
Literature Review

Global trade has long been recognized as a key driver of economic growth, but scholars
increasingly argue that growth alone does not guarantee equitable development. According to Sen
(1999), development should be evaluated not only by income expansion but also by improvements
in freedom, opportunity, and social justice. This perspective has shaped recent debates on fairness

in global trade systems, especially for developing and least-developed countries.
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Recent studies highlight that globalization has produced asymmetric outcomes. While developed
economies benefit from advanced technology, strong institutions, and market power, developing
nations often face structural disadvantages such as weak infrastructure and limited access to global
value chains (Stiglitz, 2018). The World Trade Organization (WTO, 2021) reports that trade
integration remains uneven, with small economies struggling to capture value beyond primary
goods and low-skill services.

The rapid expansion of e-commerce has added a new dimension to global trade. UNCTAD (2023)
emphasizes that digital commerce can reduce entry barriers for small firms by lowering transaction
costs and expanding market access. However, empirical evidence also shows that digital platforms
tend to concentrate power among a few multinational corporations, raising concerns about market
dominance, data control, and unfair competition.

The World Bank (2022) notes that the digital divide remains a major constraint to inclusive e-
commerce participation. Countries with limited internet penetration, poor logistics, and low digital
literacy are unable to fully benefit from online trade. This divide not only exists between countries
but also within nations, particularly affecting rural communities, women entrepreneurs, and
informal sector workers.

From a policy perspective, scholars argue that existing trade regulations lag behind technological
developments. Regulatory gaps in areas such as data protection, consumer rights, taxation, and
cross-border digital payments undermine fairness in e-commerce ecosystems (UNCTAD, 2023).
Without inclusive governance frameworks, e-commerce risks reinforcing existing inequalities
rather than reducing them. Overall, the literature suggests that while global trade and e-commerce
hold strong potential for inclusive development, their outcomes depend heavily on supportive
infrastructure, ethical regulation, and development-oriented policies. However, limited
interdisciplinary research integrates economic growth with development justice, highlighting a
critical gap that this study seeks to address.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, analytical, and exploratory research design to examine the
relationship between global trade, e-commerce, and inclusive development. The methodology is
designed to capture structural, policy, and ethical dimensions rather than numerical causality.

Research Design
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) Type: Descriptive and analytical

) Approach: Qualitative with exploratory focus

° Method: Case-based and thematic analysis

Data Collection

The study relies exclusively on secondary data, ensuring reliability and credibility. Data sources
include:

° Reports from WTO, UNCTAD, and the World Bank

° Peer-reviewed academic journals

° Policy documents and global development reports

° Books and theoretical works on development justice
Data Used for the Study

This study is based on documented secondary data collected from internationally recognized
institutions. The data is not primary survey data, but verified macro-level datasets, indicators, and
policy statistics, which are appropriate for a qualitative—analytical study on global trade and e-
commerce

The specific datasets used include:

Time

Period

Source Dataset / Indicator Used

WTO World Trade Statistical Review (trade volume, export shares,2019—
participation of developing economies) 2023

E-commerce and Development Reports (B2C e-commerce2020—
UNCTAD
index, digital readiness indicators) 2024

World World Development Indicators (internet penetration, logistics2018—
Bank performance, SME participation) 2023
2020-
2023

OECD Digital trade policy and platform concentration reports

Sampling Frame
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Cases and examples are drawn from both:

° Developed economies (e.g., digitally advanced nations)

° Developing economies (with emerging digital trade ecosystems)

This comparative scope allows balanced interpretation.

Data and Data Analysis

Secondary Data Used in the Study

This study uses documented secondary numerical data published by internationally recognized
organizations. The data reflects global trade performance, digital access, and e-commerce
readiness, which are central to the research objectives

Table 1: Global Trade Participation (Share in World Trade, %)

Economy Group 201920212023
Developed Economies 58% [56% [55%
Developing Economies 38% [40% [41%
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 4% 4% 4%

Source: WTO World Trade Statistical Review (2021-2023)
Interpretation:
Although developing economies show a gradual increase, developed economies continue to
dominate global trade, indicating uneven benefit distribution.

Table 2: Digital Access Indicators (Average % of Population)

Developed Developing
Indicator (2023) LDCs
Economies Economies
Internet Penetration 88% 57% 34%
Secure Digital Payments Access [81% 46% 28%

Logistics  Performance  Index

(Score /5)

3.8 2.9 2.4

Source: World Bank World Development Indicators (2018—-2023)
Interpretation:
Lower internet access and weak logistics infrastructure limit the ability of developing countries to

participate in e-commerce, even when trade is open.
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Table 3: Global E-Commerce Concentration

Indicator Value

Share of global e-commerce controlled by top 5 platforms 72%

Share of SMEs in cross-border e-commerce (Developed economies) (61%

Share of SMEs in cross-border e-commerce (Developing economies) 32%

Source: UNCTAD E-Commerce and Development Report (2023)

Interpretation:
E-commerce benefits are highly concentrated, supporting the argument that digital trade can

reinforce inequality without regulation.

Data Analysis Based on the Above Data

Method of Analysis

The collected data was analyzed using thematic, comparative, and policy-based analysis.

1. Comparative Analysis: Trade and digital indicators were compared across economy groups
(developed, developing, LDCs). This comparison shows that higher digital readiness directly
correlates with higher trade participation.

2. Thematic Analysis: Recurring themes such as digital divide, market concentration, and
infrastructure inequality emerged consistently across WTO, World Bank, and UNCTAD datasets.
3. Policy Outcome Analysis: Countries with higher digital governance scores showed greater
SME inclusion, while weak regulation led to platform monopolization.

Findings Supported by Data

1. Global trade growth is not equally shared: WTO data shows developed economies still
control over 55% of global trade, despite globalization.

2. E-commerce participation depends on digital infrastructure: Countries with internet
penetration above 80% show significantly higher SME participation.

3. E-commerce does not automatically reduce inequality: UNCTAD data confirms 72%

platform concentration, limiting fair competition.
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4. Infrastructure and governance are key drivers of inclusion: World Bank indicators

demonstrate that logistics and payment systems are decisive for inclusive trade.

Hypothesis Validation Using Data

Hypothesis Result Data Support

HI Partially Supported [WTO trade share data

H2 Not Supported UNCTAD inequality & concentration data
H3 Supported Policy gap evidence

H4 Strongly Supported [World Bank infrastructure indicators

Results

The results of the study are derived from the analysis of secondary data obtained from WTO,
UNCTAD, and World Bank reports (2018-2024). The findings reveal clear patterns regarding the
relationship between global trade, e-commerce, and inclusive development.

First, global trade expansion has not resulted in equal participation across economies. Developed
economies continue to dominate global trade with around 55% share, while developing
economies account for approximately 41%, and Least Developed Countries remain stagnant at
4%. This indicates that trade growth alone does not ensure inclusivity.

Second, access to e-commerce is strongly linked to digital infrastructure. Countries with internet
penetration above 80% and strong logistics performance show significantly higher participation
of SMEs in cross-border e-commerce. In contrast, developing economies and LDCs with lower
digital access remain marginal players.

Third, e-commerce markets are highly concentrated. Data shows that nearly 72% of global e-
commerce value is controlled by the top five digital platforms, limiting fair competition and market
access for smaller firms. Finally, regulatory and governance frameworks play a decisive role.
Economies with stronger digital governance, payment systems, and logistics infrastructure
demonstrate higher levels of SME inclusion and fairer participation in global digital trade.

Discussion

Pandey, S. 31




4 N
&

B Edumania-An International Multidisciplinary Journal
@2026 International Council for Education Research and Training 2026, Vol. 04, Issue 01, 24-34
ISSN: 2960-0006 DOI: https: https://doi.org/10.59231/edumania/9176

The discussion of results highlights that global trade and e-commerce are not inherently inclusive.
While globalization has expanded markets and opportunities, the benefits are unevenly distributed
due to structural and digital inequalities.

The dominance of developed economies in global trade reflects long-standing advantages in
infrastructure, technology, and institutional capacity. Despite increased trade openness,
developing economies struggle to move up the value chain, confirming that trade liberalization
without supportive systems limits inclusive outcomes.

E-commerce is often promoted as a tool for democratizing trade; however, the findings challenge
this assumption. High platform concentration and unequal digital access suggest that e-commerce
can reproduce or even intensify existing inequalities. Without digital literacy, secure payments,
and logistics support, SMEs in developing countries cannot fully benefit from online trade.

The study also confirms that policy and governance matter significantly. Regulatory gaps in digital
trade allow monopolistic practices, reduce competition, and weaken consumer and seller
protection. Therefore, inclusivity in global trade is not automatic but depends on intentional policy
design and infrastructure investment.

Suggestions

Based on the findings and discussion, the following suggestions are proposed:

1. Strengthen Digital Infrastructure: Governments should invest in internet connectivity,
logistics networks, and digital payment systems, especially in developing economies and rural
areas.

2. Support SMEs and Local Businesses: Targeted programs such as digital training, financial
support, and simplified cross-border trade procedures should be introduced to enable SME
participation in e-commerce.

3. Promote Fair Digital Governance: Strong regulatory frameworks are needed to control
platform monopolies, ensure data protection, and promote fair competition in digital markets.

4. Inclusive Trade Policies: Trade agreements should incorporate development justice
principles, ensuring that developing countries and marginalized groups benefit from global trade.
5. Enhance Digital Literacy: Capacity-building initiatives focusing on digital skills and e-

commerce readiness should be prioritized to reduce the digital divide.
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Conclusion

This study concludes that while global trade and e-commerce have significant potential to promote
economic growth, they do not automatically lead to inclusive development. The secondary data
analysis clearly shows that digital infrastructure, governance quality, and policy support are critical
determinants of fairness and inclusion.

Developed economies continue to capture a disproportionate share of global trade and e-commerce
benefits, while developing economies and LDCs face persistent structural barriers. E-commerce,
although a powerful tool, can deepen inequalities when access is uneven and markets are highly
concentrated. Therefore, achieving development justice requires more than expanding trade
volumes or promoting digital platforms. It demands deliberate policy interventions, inclusive
digital infrastructure, and ethical governance frameworks that place fairness at the center of
economic growth strategies.

In conclusion, balancing growth with fairness is not only possible but necessary for sustainable
global development. When global trade and e-commerce are guided by inclusive policies and
supported by equitable digital systems, they can become effective instruments for shared

prosperity and social justice.
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