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Abstract 

Bhartiya Gyan Parampara (Indian Knowledge Tradition) represents one of the world’s oldest 

and most continuous intellectual traditions. Rooted in ancient Indian civilization, it encompasses 

diverse domains such as philosophy, education, science, medicine, linguistics, arts, ethics, and 

spirituality. Indian languages have served as the primary medium for the creation, preservation, 

and transmission of this vast body of knowledge. This research paper examines the nature, 

scope, and significance of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and critically analyzes the role of Indian 

languages in sustaining and enriching this tradition. The study also highlights the contemporary 

relevance of Indian Knowledge Systems and the need to integrate them with modern education 

through Indian languages. 
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1. Introduction 

India is recognized globally for its rich civilizational heritage, deeply rooted in knowledge 

traditions that span more than five thousand years. The concept of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara 

refers to the indigenous systems of knowledge developed in the Indian subcontinent through 

continuous inquiry, observation, reflection, and experience. Unlike fragmented modern 

disciplines, Indian knowledge traditions emphasize a holistic and integrated worldview, where 

material, moral, spiritual, and social dimensions of life are inseparable. 
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Indian languages (Bhartiya Bhashaye) have played a crucial role in nurturing and transmitting 

this tradition. From classical Sanskrit texts to regional languages and oral traditions, knowledge 

has been preserved and disseminated through linguistic diversity. Understanding the 

relationship between Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and Indian languages is essential for 

appreciating India’s intellectual legacy and addressing contemporary educational and cultural 

challenges. 

2.Research questions - 

1. What is the conceptual foundation and scope of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara? 

2. How have Indian languages contributed to the development and preservation of Indian 

Knowledge Systems? 

3. What role has Sanskrit played in shaping Indian intellectual and philosophical traditions? 

4. How have regional Indian languages helped in disseminating knowledge among the 

masses? 

5. What is the contemporary relevance of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara in modern education 

and society? 

3. Objectives of the Study 

1. The major objectives of the study are: 

2. To examine the concept and philosophical foundations of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara. 

3. To analyze the role of Indian languages in preserving and transmitting traditional 

knowledge systems. 

4. To highlight the contribution of Sanskrit and regional languages to Indian intellectual 

traditions. 

5. To explore the relationship between language, culture, and knowledge in the Indian 

context. 

6. To examine the contemporary relevance of Indian Knowledge Systems in modern 

education. 
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7. To suggest measures for integrating Bhartiya Gyan Parampara into present educational 

frameworks. 

Research Methodology - 

 The present study adopts a qualitative and descriptive research methodology to examine the 

relationship between Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and Indian languages. Since the study focuses 

on conceptual understanding, historical development, and philosophical interpretation, it 

primarily relies on qualitative methods of inquiry. The research attempts to explore the various 

dimensions of Indian Knowledge Systems and their connection with linguistic traditions through 

analytical and interpretative approaches. The study is mainly based on secondary sources of 

data. Information for the research has been collected from a variety of scholarly sources 

including classical Indian texts, books on Indian philosophy and history, academic journals, 

research articles, and government policy documents related to Indian Knowledge Systems. 

Important traditional sources such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and other philosophical treatises 

have been examined to understand the foundations of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara. In addition, 

modern academic writings and educational policy documents, particularly those related to the 

promotion of Indian Knowledge Systems, have also been considered in order to analyze the 

contemporary relevance of this knowledge tradition. For the purpose of analysis, the collected 

information has been studied using analytical and interpretative methods. The study examines 

the historical evolution of Indian knowledge traditions, the linguistic mediums through which 

knowledge has been transmitted, and the role of Indian languages in preserving intellectual 

heritage. A conceptual and interdisciplinary approach has been adopted to understand the 

relationship between philosophy, language, education, and culture within the broader 

framework of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara. 

Concept and Meaning of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara 

Bhartiya Gyan Parampara can be understood as the collective wisdom of Indian civilization, 

developed through centuries of philosophical debate, scientific inquiry, and experiential 

learning. It includes both written and oral traditions, encompassing sacred texts, commentaries, 

folk knowledge, and lived practices. 

Key features of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara include: - 

• Emphasis on self-realization and ethical living 
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• Integration of knowledge and values 

• Respect for nature and sustainability 

• Recognition of multiple paths to truth 

• Teacher–student (Guru–Shishya) tradition 

Important sources of Indian knowledge include the Vedas, Upanishads, Smritis, Puranas, 

Arthashastra, Yoga Sutras, Buddhist and Jain texts, and later medieval and regional literature. 

These texts reveal advanced understanding in areas such as astronomy, mathematics, medicine, 

linguistics, logic, political science, and ecology. 

Literature Review- 

Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and Indian Knowledge Systems have attracted considerable scholarly 

attention in recent decades, particularly in the fields of philosophy, history, and education. 

Several scholars have attempted to explore the intellectual foundations of Indian civilization and 

its knowledge traditions from historical, cultural, and philosophical perspectives. 

Radhakrishnan (1951) in his seminal work Indian Philosophy provided a comprehensive 

analysis of classical Indian philosophical traditions such as Vedanta, Nyaya, Samkhya, and 

Buddhism. He emphasized that Indian philosophy is not merely theoretical speculation but a 

practical guide for ethical and spiritual development. According to him, the Indian knowledge 

tradition integrates rational inquiry with spiritual insight, making it distinct from many other 

intellectual traditions. 

Altekar (1965) in Education in Ancient India examined the structure and functioning of the 

ancient Indian education system. His work highlights the importance of the Guru–Shishya 

tradition, the residential Gurukul system, and the holistic nature of education that emphasized 

moral development, discipline, and practical knowledge along with intellectual learning. 

Pollock (2006) in The Language of the Gods in the World of Men analyzed the role of Sanskrit 

in shaping intellectual culture in premodern India. Pollock argued that Sanskrit served as a 

cosmopolitan language of knowledge and intellectual discourse that facilitated the transmission 

of philosophical, literary, and scientific ideas across different regions of India. 
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Similarly, Subbarayappa (2013) discussed the scientific achievements of ancient India in his 

work The Roots of Ancient Indian Science. He highlighted important contributions made by 

Indian scholars in mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and metallurgy, emphasizing that these 

developments were recorded and transmitted through classical Indian languages, particularly 

Sanskrit. 

Kapoor and Singh (2017) examined the broader concept of Indian Knowledge Systems and 

emphasized their relevance for contemporary education. They argued that traditional Indian 

knowledge traditions provide a holistic approach to learning that integrates intellectual, ethical, 

and environmental dimensions. Recent policy documents such as the National Education Policy 

(2020) also highlight the importance of integrating Indian Knowledge Systems and promoting 

education through Indian languages. The policy recognizes that indigenous knowledge 

traditions and linguistic diversity are essential components of India’s cultural and intellectual 

heritage. Thus, the existing literature clearly indicates that Bhartiya Gyan Parampara represents 

a vast and interdisciplinary knowledge system that has been preserved and transmitted largely 

through Indian languages. However, there is still a need for more comprehensive research 

examining the relationship between Indian knowledge traditions and linguistic diversity, 

particularly in the context of contemporary education. 

4.Indian Languages: An Overview 

India is widely recognized as one of the most linguistically diverse countries in the world. The 

linguistic landscape of the country reflects its long historical evolution, cultural diversity, and 

intellectual richness. Indian languages belong to several major language families, including the 

Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, Austro-Asiatic, and Tibeto-Burman families. Languages such as Hindi, 

Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, and Sanskrit belong to the Indo-Aryan family, while Tamil, 

Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam belong to the Dravidian language family. Each of these 

languages has developed a rich literary and intellectual tradition over centuries. 

Among these languages, Sanskrit holds a special status as the classical language of knowledge in 

ancient India. It served as the medium for composing philosophical, religious, scientific, and 

literary works. At the same time, regional languages emerged as powerful instruments for 

cultural expression and communication among the masses. Over time, these languages 

developed their own literary traditions and intellectual discourses. The linguistic diversity of 

India thus played an important role in preserving and transmitting different forms of knowledge, 
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ensuring that Bhartiya Gyan Parampara continued to evolve across different regions and 

communities. 

5. Role of Sanskrit in Bhartiya Gyan Parampara- 

Sanskrit occupies a central position in the development and preservation of Bhartiya Gyan 

Parampara. It has been regarded as the classical language of Indian civilization and has served 

as the primary medium for scholarly and intellectual discourse for many centuries. The 

structured grammar, precise vocabulary, and philosophical depth of Sanskrit made it 

particularly suitable for the articulation of complex ideas and theoretical concepts. As a result, 

many foundational texts of Indian philosophy, science, literature, and spirituality were 

composed in Sanskrit. 

Ancient scriptures and treatises such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Arthashastra, and 

the Yoga Sutras were written in Sanskrit and have greatly influenced the intellectual and cultural 

development of India. Sanskrit also played a significant role in the development of linguistic 

science through Panini’s Ashtadhyayi, which is considered one of the most advanced 

grammatical works ever produced. This text systematically analyzed the structure of language 

and laid the foundation for later linguistic studies. Moreover, Sanskrit served as a unifying 

intellectual language that connected scholars across different regions of India. Through this 

language, philosophical debates, scientific discussions, and literary exchanges were conducted 

among scholars belonging to different traditions. Therefore, Sanskrit not only functioned as a 

language of communication but also as a sophisticated framework through which knowledge 

was organized, interpreted, and transmitted across generations. 

6. Contribution of Regional Indian Languages 

While Sanskrit served as the classical language of scholarly knowledge, regional Indian 

languages played an equally important role in spreading knowledge among the general 

population. Over time, languages such as Tamil, Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Kannada, Telugu, and 

others developed rich literary and cultural traditions. These languages helped in making 

philosophical, religious, and ethical teachings accessible to a broader section of society. 

One of the most important examples of this phenomenon can be seen in the development of 

Tamil Sangam literature, which reflects early social, cultural, and ethical values of South Indian 

society. Similarly, the Bhakti and Sufi movements significantly contributed to the spread of 
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knowledge and spiritual ideas through regional languages. Saints and poets such as Kabir, 

Tulsidas, Mirabai, Tukaram, and Guru Nanak composed devotional poetry in local languages, 

which helped in communicating profound philosophical ideas to ordinary people in a simple and 

relatable manner. 

Regional languages also played an important role in translating and interpreting classical 

Sanskrit texts. Through commentaries, translations, and adaptations, scholars were able to bring 

ancient knowledge to wider audiences. In this way, regional Indian languages acted as bridges 

between classical scholarly traditions and everyday cultural life, thereby ensuring the continuity 

and accessibility of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara. 

7. Oral Tradition and Folk Knowledge- 

A distinctive feature of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara is the strong presence of oral traditions in the 

preservation and transmission of knowledge. Long before the widespread use of written 

manuscripts, knowledge in Indian society was transmitted through oral communication from 

teachers to students and from one generation to another. Storytelling, recitation, chanting, and 

memorization were important methods through which knowledge was preserved and shared. 

Folk traditions such as proverbs, folk tales, songs, and cultural performances also played a vital 

role in maintaining community knowledge. These oral forms often contain valuable insights into 

social behavior, ethical values, environmental awareness, and practical life skills. In many rural 

communities, traditional knowledge related to agriculture, herbal medicine, water conservation, 

and ecological balance has been preserved through oral practices rather than written 

documentation. 

Indian languages have been essential in sustaining these oral traditions. The use of local 

languages allowed communities to preserve their cultural memory and practical wisdom in 

forms that were easily understood and transmitted. As a result, oral knowledge systems remain 

an important component of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and continue to influence cultural and 

social practices in many parts of India. 

8. Interrelationship Between Knowledge and Language- 

The relationship between knowledge and language is deeply interconnected in the Indian 

intellectual tradition. Language functions not only as a medium of communication but also as a 
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tool through which knowledge is structured, interpreted, and transmitted. In the context of 

Bhartiya Gyan Parampara, the development of knowledge systems has always been closely 

associated with linguistic traditions. Different languages have shaped the expression of 

philosophical, scientific, and cultural ideas in various ways. Sanskrit provided a highly refined 

linguistic structure that enabled scholars to express complex theoretical concepts with precision 

and clarity. At the same time, regional languages played a crucial role in contextualizing 

knowledge within local cultures and social realities. Through these languages, philosophical 

ideas and ethical teachings were communicated in forms that were meaningful and accessible to 

different communities. 

Thus, the evolution of Indian knowledge traditions cannot be understood without considering 

the role of language. Knowledge influenced the development of linguistic expressions, while 

languages themselves shaped intellectual discourse and cultural values. This dynamic 

interaction between language and knowledge has been one of the defining characteristics of 

Bhartiya Gyan Parampara. 

9. Contemporary Relevance of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara- 

In the modern era, Bhartiya Gyan Parampara has gained renewed attention due to its holistic 

approach to knowledge and its emphasis on ethical and sustainable living. Contemporary 

societies face numerous challenges such as environmental crises, social fragmentation, and 

increasing psychological stress. The philosophical principles embedded in Indian knowledge 

traditions offer valuable perspectives for addressing these issues. Ideas related to harmony with 

nature, balance between material and spiritual life, and the integration of knowledge with moral 

responsibility remain highly relevant today. 

The significance of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara has also been recognized in recent educational 

reforms in India. The National Education Policy (2020) emphasizes the importance of 

incorporating Indian Knowledge Systems into modern curricula and promoting education 

through Indian languages. Such initiatives aim to reconnect students with India’s intellectual 

heritage while fostering critical thinking and interdisciplinary learning. Furthermore, there is 

growing global interest in traditional Indian practices such as yoga, Ayurveda, meditation, and 

ecological wisdom. These traditions reflect the depth and relevance of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara 

in addressing contemporary global concerns related to health, well-being, and sustainability. 

Therefore, integrating traditional knowledge with modern educational and scientific 
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frameworks can contribute to the development of a more balanced and culturally grounded 

approach to learning and human development. 

Discussion- 

The analysis of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and Indian languages reveals a strong and inseparable 

relationship between knowledge and language in the Indian intellectual tradition. From ancient 

times, knowledge in India has been developed through an integrated approach that combines 

philosophy, science, ethics, spirituality, and practical life experiences. Unlike many modern 

systems of knowledge that often separate disciplines into distinct categories, Bhartiya Gyan 

Parampara emphasizes a holistic understanding of life and the universe. This comprehensive 

approach to knowledge reflects the deep philosophical orientation of Indian civilization. 

Language has played a crucial role in shaping and transmitting this knowledge tradition. Sanskrit 

served as the primary language of scholarly discourse for many centuries and provided a 

structured medium for expressing complex philosophical and scientific ideas. Through classical 

Sanskrit texts, scholars developed sophisticated systems of logic, grammar, medicine, 

mathematics, and astronomy. At the same time, regional Indian languages helped in extending 

these ideas to a wider audience. Through devotional literature, poetry, and cultural narratives, 

regional languages allowed philosophical and ethical teachings to reach ordinary people and 

become part of everyday social life. Another important dimension of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara 

is the role of oral traditions in preserving knowledge. Folk songs, storytelling traditions, rituals, 

and community practices have functioned as powerful mediums for transmitting practical 

knowledge related to agriculture, medicine, environmental conservation, and social ethics. 

These oral traditions demonstrate that knowledge in India has always been dynamic and closely 

connected with cultural practices and lived experiences. In the contemporary context, the 

importance of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara is being increasingly recognized, particularly in the 

field of education. Modern educational reforms have begun to emphasize the need to reconnect 

learners with indigenous knowledge traditions. Integrating Indian Knowledge Systems into 

education can promote holistic learning, cultural awareness, and ethical values among students. 

Furthermore, the growing global interest in practices such as yoga, meditation, and Ayurveda 

highlights the continuing relevance of Indian knowledge traditions in addressing modern 

challenges related to health, well-being, and sustainability. 
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However, despite its significance, Bhartiya Gyan Parampara faces several challenges. The decline 

in the study of classical languages, limited awareness of traditional knowledge systems, and the 

dominance of foreign languages in higher education have created barriers in accessing this vast 

intellectual heritage. Addressing these challenges requires sustained efforts in the fields of 

language preservation, translation of classical texts, and interdisciplinary research. By 

strengthening Indian languages and promoting research in Indian Knowledge Systems, it is 

possible to revitalize Bhartiya Gyan Parampara and make it more relevant to contemporary 

academic and social contexts. 

Conclusion- 

Bhartiya Gyan Parampara represents one of the most profound and enduring intellectual 

traditions in human history. Developed over thousands of years, it reflects a comprehensive 

understanding of life that integrates philosophy, science, ethics, and spirituality. This knowledge 

tradition has significantly contributed to the cultural and intellectual development of Indian 

civilization and continues to inspire scholars and thinkers across the world. Indian languages 

have played an essential role in preserving and transmitting this vast body of knowledge. From 

the classical Sanskrit texts to the rich literary traditions of regional languages and the vibrant 

oral cultures of local communities, language has served as the primary medium through which 

knowledge has been expressed, interpreted, and communicated. These linguistic traditions not 

only preserved philosophical and scientific ideas but also ensured that knowledge remained 

connected with social life and cultural practices. In the present era, the revival and integration 

of Bhartiya Gyan Parampara into modern education have become increasingly important. 

Educational policies and academic initiatives are beginning to recognize the value of Indian 

Knowledge Systems in promoting holistic learning, ethical awareness, and cultural identity. 

Strengthening Indian languages in education and encouraging interdisciplinary research on 

traditional knowledge can contribute to a deeper understanding of India’s intellectual heritage. 

Ultimately, revitalizing Bhartiya Gyan Parampara through Indian languages can help create a 

more balanced and inclusive knowledge system that respects cultural diversity while addressing 

contemporary global challenges. Such an approach will not only preserve India’s rich intellectual 

heritage but also contribute meaningfully to the global exchange of ideas and knowledge. 
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