
YOUTH MANIFESTO 2026: SOLUTIONS FOR GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY 

A Policy Brief by the ICERT-UN Youth Symposium 

Youth’s Voices for Global Sustainability 

Occasion: National Youth Day 2026 (163rd Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda) 

Lead Division: ICERT–Sophia: Education & Learning Advancement Division 

I. Vision Statement 

Building upon the leadership of Dr. Navneet Kaur (Director, ICERT-Sophia) and the global 

insights of Prof. (Dr.) P. K. Rajput (Harvard Square Leadership Excellence), this manifesto 

represents a collective call to action from 387 young delegates. It transitions from theoretical 

awareness to action-driven learning, positioning youth not as future leaders, but as current 

architects of a sustainable planet. 

II. Core Pillars & Youth-Led Solutions 

1. Green Pedagogy & Sustainable Campuses 

• The Solution: Transformation of schools into "Living Labs" where waste reduction, 

water harvesting, and solar energy are integrated into the daily curriculum. 

• Action: Implementing student-led audit committees to monitor the carbon footprint 

of educational institutions. 

2. Technology for Social Good 

• The Solution: Leveraging AI and digital platforms to bridge the accessibility gap in 

education. 

• Action: Promoting digital literacy as a fundamental right to ensure equitable 

participation in the global green economy. 

3. Holistic Health & Wellness 

• The Solution: Recognizing that environmental sustainability is impossible without 

mental and physical well-being. 

• Action: Integrating "Mindfulness and Peace Education" into school life to build 

emotional resilience among the youth. 

4. Community-Centric SDG Action 

• The Solution: Localizing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

through "Impact Stories." 

• Action: Encouraging students to develop practical, feasible, and localized solutions for 

waste management and biodiversity in their immediate neighborhoods. 

III. Institutional Commitment 



This manifesto celebrates the spirit of the ICERT–UN Young Changemakers and the ICERT–UN 

Voices of Excellence. To support these voices, we demand: 

• Open Access: Ensuring platforms for youth expression remain free and accessible to 

all, regardless of socio-economic background. 

• Mentorship: Establishing direct links between industry veterans and school-age 

innovators to provide "real-world" feasibility to student projects. 

IV. Concluding Declaration 

"Arise, awake, and stop not until the goal is reached." 

Inspired by Swami Vivekananda, the youth of 2026 declare that Sustainability is a Mindset. 

We commit to fostering innovation with compassion, ensuring that every technological 

advancement serves the dual purpose of human progress and planetary preservation. 

Endorsed by: 

• Dr. Navneet Kaur, Director, ICERT–Sophia 

• Prof. (Dr.) P. K. Rajput, Guest of Honor & Global Industry Leader 

• ICERT-UN Youth Symposium Delegates 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o YouTube Recording: Full Symposium & Award Ceremony 

https://youtube.com/live/Spa0NXfhirk?feature=share

